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Oliver!

Music is a huge part of what makes the show so 
wonderful. Mr Kiley took charge of getting the choir ready 
to perform alongside the cast. “The songs from Oliver are 
iconic and a real joy to sing.” He told us. “The children 
worked really hard to memorise the lyrics and get to grips 
with the melodies and timing, which aren't easy!” 

Izzie, who has been part of the choir team, said  “Being 
part of the choir has been really fun. My favourite is Pick 
a Pocket of Two because it’s Fagin’s song and he is such a 
great character.”

Year 5 have been hard at work putting together their Christmas production of the classic Charles 
Dickens story, Oliver! We caught up with the teachers and pupils to find out just how they brought 

the story and characters to life.

“We have a team in charge of making all of the costumes, another that designs and builds all of the sets and props, one that 
makes up the choir and finally the actors who make up the cast.” explains Mr Sowden. “It’s really exciting to walk down the 
Year 5 corridor when everyone is hard at work in their area. There is such a buzz when everyone is working on something 
they’re really interested in!”

Auditions took place just before half term. Lots of children 
auditioned for the available roles and everyone who came to 
audition ended up with a character to play.  Mr Sowden, who 
was in charge of the acting team, told us “All of our cast have 
worked so hard. It’s not easy to bring a character to life from 
words on a page, but everyone found their own way.” 

Kyron, who is one of the pupils playing the leading role of 
Oliver, said “Learning all my lines was difficult, but with 
practise it got easier. The more I learned the more I wanted 
to do it because the character is really interesting. I rehearsed 
lines with friends in break and lunchtimes and we really helped 
each other.” 
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A big part of what brings the story to life are the costumes. 
They can tell you a lot about the characters and where they 
come from. Miss Dhanoa and her team of pupils accepted the 
challenge of making sure each character had the outfits they 
needed. When we asked about her experience working on the 
show she said “It’s been really fun. We started by working 
through the cast list and thinking about what each character 
would wear, then got to work finding the right fabrics.”

The children were able to use a lot of different materials and 
techniques to get the job done. We spoke to Raisa who told us more. “We were able to get messy with paint which I loved when 
messing up the Fagin’s boys outfits! We also did some sewing for the workhouse boy outfits too. I love how our work helps the 
actors tell the story and helps it feel like old-timey London”.

No production is complete without sets and props. They give 
a sense of place and give the actors helpful items to tell 
the story. Mr Bumpass worked with a group of children to 
design and make everything that was needed. “We worked 
through the script to figure out what was needed and thought 
carefully about the best way to make each item.“

Alicja worked on the team and told us a little about the 
process. “One of the biggest things was drawing and paining 
the backdrops for the stage. We decided to make clear it was 
set in London so included Big Ben and St Paul’s Cathedral. We 
used lots of newspaper for papier-mâché to create things like 
the fruit and veg stalls.”

If you want to see more, you will find a video about the making 
of the production on the school website and Year 5 blog!
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“The success of the show depends on 
everyone being involved” Mr Sowden 

added. “No one part is more important 
than the others and when it finally all 
comes together it creates something 

really special. We couldn’t be prouder of 
the children!”


